
Neighbor, We Need You on the Board
  Your Board of Directors consists of five members. The three 
board members whose term ends this year will not run for re-
election. We are appealing to each of you to consider running 
for the board and help your community.   
  Even if we hire a managing company, which will increase 
your annual dues significantly, we are still legally required 
to have five board members to conduct the business of the 
Association. Please send us an e-mail at board@lascasitas.org 
or leave a message at (510) 657-2961. We will be happy to 
answer your questions.

   
Las Casitas’ Community Pool Opens 

SATURDAY, MAY 8 @11:00 pm (weather permitting)

2010 Pool hours beginning May 8:
Monday-Friday 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm

Weekends and holidays: 11:00 am to 7:00 pm
  This schedule will remain in effect until the first day of 
summer vacation. The revised schedule will be posted at the 
pool and at www.lascasitas.org.

POOL USE INFORMATION

Pool Access Cards
  In order to enter the pool grounds, you will need to re-
activate your pool access card. If you have lost your card, you 
may request a new one for a $20.00 deposit fee. If you are a 
new owner, a card will be issued to you. 
  Only one card will be re-activated or issued per property 
belonging to the Las Casitas Association. For liability reasons, 
you may not lend or rent out your card to people who do not 
live with you at your Las Casitas address, and you must abide 
by the guest policy as set forth in the Rules of Access to the 
Pool Facilities. We specifically request that you never allow 
Ms. Heidi Liu, who is not an Association member, access to 
the Las Casitas community pool grounds. People who do not 
abide by the rules will have their pool privileges revoked for 
the season. 

Pool Rules
  When you come to the pool to renew your access card, you 
will be asked to fill out and sign important forms. You will 

also receive a document with the pool rules. Please read all forms 
carefully: they are legally binding. If, for any reason, you are not 
given these forms, request them from the pool attendant on duty, 
or contact us at board@lascasitas.org. These forms will also be 
available at www.lascasitas.org. 

Pool Safety
  Please note that the Las Casitas pool has pool attendants, but no 
lifeguards on duty. It is the responsibility of the adults to supervise 
and monitor all children they bring to the pool, and stay with them 
at all times.
   Our pool attendants are responsible for opening and closing the 
pool, keeping track of pool attendance, handling forms and party 
reservations, and cleaning the bathrooms. Pool attendants also make 
sure pool rules are followed, for everyone’s safety. Please comply 
with their request/s, and contact the board at board@lascasitas.
org with your questions or comments. Those who violate pool rules, 
ignore the pool attendants’ requests or treat them rudely will be 
asked to leave the pool grounds.

Call for Pool Attendants
If you are interested in working at the pool during the pool season, 
please contact Albert Vizinho at board@lascasitas.org or (510) 
657-2961.

Information for Associate Memberships
  Associate Members are people who do not belong to the 
Association, but pay a fee to enjoy the pool grounds. This year again, 
we will accept up to 20 families. The fee for the whole 2010 season 
is $450.00 for all the family members living at the same address. The 
fee is pro-rated if you join later in the season. If you know someone 
who is interested, please tell him/her to contact Albert Vizinho at 
board@lascasitas.org or (510) 657-2961.

Moving, but Keeping Your Las Casitas Home?
  Make sure you communicate your new address to the Board at 
board@lascasitas.org or (510) 657-2961. We will need it when it 
is time to send the ballots and the invoices in the fall.

Selling or Refinancing Your Home?  
(1) Make sure that the exterior of your property conforms 
to our Association’s architectural standards at all times, but 
especially before you submit a demand request
  Upon receiving a request, an ACC member will inspect the exterior 
of your property. If your property does not conform to ACC standards 
as set forth in the ACC booklet, you will be charged an architectural 
fee that will be reimbursed to you upon compliance with our ACC 
standards, or that will be passed on as a credit to the buyer. 
To request a booklet and/or meet with an ACC inspector ahead of 
time, please contact our ACC inspectors at acc@lascasitas.org or 
leave a message at (510) 657-2961.

(2) Promptly tell your agent and lender that your property 
belongs to a Homeowners’ Association. Demand requests should 
be sent to board-acc@lascasitas.org.  Requests are handled within 
10 business days. We do process rush requests (within 3 business 
days), but you will be charged $150.00 for the service. 
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All Vertical Surfaces of House Need to be Painted
  The vertical surface that is usually missed is the one between the 
garage and the living area of the home. In most cases, the ideal 
color is that of the stucco.

Changes to House Exterior
  ALL plans for changes to home exteriors must be submitted 
to the ACC. Some of these changes must also be approved 
by the Board. The City of Fremont requires a permit for ALL 
new windows, including retrofit windows. Do not allow your 
contractors to install windows without a permit.

Spring Walkabout Coming Soon
  The Las Casitas ACC will be conducting their Spring survey 
of Las Casitas homes. Here are a few of the items they will be 
evaluating, roof flashing, color and paint condition of stucco 
and wood surfaces, shed placements, alterations to properties, 
weeds in yard, driveways, sidewalks and gutters, dry rot 
conditions, gates and garage doors. Most of the items are for 
the general conformity of the community, others are to notify 
owners of conditions that need to be handled so property does 
not deteriorate more. If you know of conditions that affect your 
property, take care of them now, before the ACC mentions them 
to you. Thirty days after you receive a notice to bring your 
property up to ACC standards, the Association may order the 
work to be done by a licensed contractor and bill the homeowner. 

(3) You do not need to carry flood insurance. If you need a 
copy of the letter that was sent to us by the City of Fremont 
attesting to the fact, please contact us at board@lascasitas.org 
or (510) 657-2961.

(4) If you need information about our insurance company, 
consult the document that was included in your 2010 dues 
packet. You may also contact Socher Insurance Agency at 
(877) 317-9300. Please let your lender know that only the 
common grounds (pool, pool office, parking lot, etc) are 
insured.   
Safety Through Neighborhood Vigilance
  Recently, our gardeners found rocks in the large pool and a 
bottle of vodka in the gazebo, and alerted the board directors. 
While our community is generally safe and quiet, this is not 
the first time that illegal activities go on at the pool, in the pool 
parking lot, or on our streets. All of us must work together to 
ensure that our community is safe. Here are a few things that 
you can do:
  (1) If you see a crime in progress, please call 911. You may 
also report illegal or suspicious activities by calling (510) 790-
6800 (the police non-emergency number) or by going online at 
www.fremontpolice.org.
  (2) Watch out for occupied cars that are parked for some time, 
and for loiterers, whether it is day or night.
  (3) Lock your house and car doors. Do not leave valuables in  
plain sight. 
  (4) Report non-working street lights to the City by phone 
at (800) 544-4876 or online at www.ci.fremont.ca.us (select 
“Report a Hazard”). 
  (5) Get to know your neighbors. 
  (6) Visit our website at www.lascasitas.org and learn helpful 
strategies by consulting“Your Personal Safety Planning” 
and “Your Personal Emergency Planning”. Subscribe to our 
Community e-lert by sending your e-mail address to elert-
subscribe@lascasitas.org and write “Community e-lert” in the  
subject line). The Board will send you an e-lert message in case 
of an emergency.

Bins: Green, Blue, Gray - Make Them Go Away
  That’s right! The City of Fremont has an ordinance that all 
bins must be out of sight except from 6:00 p.m. the night before 
pickup until 6:00 p.m. the day of pickup. Put your bins away. 
Your neighbors will appreciate it, and you will avoid a fine.

Picket Style Gates are Unacceptable
  Wooden gates of the original Las Casitas style or black 
wrought iron gates are the only accepted style of gates for 
Las Casitas. Remember that wooden gates need to be painted 
Oxford Brown. All wood trim is to be Oxford Brown.

Metal Flashings Need to be Painted
  New flashings appear when the roofing is redone on the flat 
portion of a home. Some flashings are pre-etched and need only 
a primer and paint. If the flashing is not pre-etched, apply white 
vinegar to the metal before priming and painting it. The flashing 
color needs to match what it is next to- wood-Oxford Brown 
and stucco- the color of your house.

Thank you to:
- All homeowners who have paid their dues on time.
- All residents who keep their properties in good shape.
- Residents who contact the Board when they have a concern 
  about our community. 
Krithivasan Sukumaran (Suku) who served on the Board. 
Ron Machado who served on the ACC.
Doug Tinney for editing/producing the newsletter.
Venkat Raman for his invaluable advice and help. 

Board of Directors: 
President: Mireille Giovanola
Vice-President: Mohan Vaidyanathan
Treasurer: Albert Vizinho
Secretary: Tracy Henretty
Member at large: Nang-Yau Tay

Architectural Control Committee:
Judy Wolf
Jean Henretty
Ken Yi

Contact Information:
board@lascasitas.org (Board only)
acc@lascasitas.org (ACC only)
board-acc@lascasitas.org (Board and ACC)
www.lascasitas.org
(510) 657-2961 (pool office)


